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From the Conference Minister 
Dear Friends, 


There are days when | lose hope. The “to do” list is 
too long, the traffic is too bad, things take 10 times 
longer to accomplish than you had planned, and the 
list of things that sap your energy and resolve keeps 
getting longer. Even in ministry and our lives as 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we can lose hope. 
Problems seem insurmountable, we struggle to stay 
faithful and relevant. Crises hit at the worst times. 


However, our faith says to keep hope. Romans 12 

reminds us: Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. At the 
end of the day, this is what matters. That we rejoiced. That we hoped. That 
we prayed and shared loved. Everything else will get done in time, what will 
shape, inform, and renew our souls is what we need to do each and every 
day. 


So hope and dream and love and extend hospitality. Look on the bright side 
and encourage others to do the same. Let us embody what we long for in 
our lives and when we all do that, we will see God's miracles in our lives. 


Blessings, 
Marie 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
Greetings all, 
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A huge note of thanks to all for your contributions 
to Our Churches Wider Missions Basic Support 
(OCWM). Your continued support is so very 
important to the life of this denomination and the 
many ministries that are supported and 
empowered by your donations. 


We are not at our goals yet, but with your continued 
support, we will be successful in continuing to be the 
denomination that lives into the words that we so 
prophetically believe: "That we all may be one." We 
are all called to serve and prayerfully we will 
continue to be in a position to do just that. 


Please continue to invite me to your churches so that WE can continue to 
journey this journey... TOGETHER. 


Please see the chart on our website so that you remain informed of where 
we are and how far we still have to go. 


Blessings, as we continue to journey... 


Carrole Moss 
Generosity Coordinator 
SECUICC 

860-655-6254 
cmoss@secucc.org 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
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include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of August 20 


First United Church of Christ; Sweetwater, Tennessee 
Kim Buchanan 

Tommy Hill 

Stanley Roat 

G. Lind Taylor 


Week of August 27 


Pilgrim UCC; Birmingham, Alabama 
Walter Brueggemann 

Patricia Robbennolt 

Ralph Thompson 

Claudia Aguilar Rubalcava 


Prayer Concerns 


e We hold Ellen Sims, pastor of Open Table United Church of Christ in 
Mobile, and her family close on the death of her father on August 2, 
2018. 

e Our condolences to the family and friends of Rev. William Derstine, 
who died on August 8, 2018. Bill was a resident of Uplands in Pleasant 
Hill, TN. He is a 1959 graduate of the Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
More details about funeral arrangements will be forthcoming. 


Churches in Transition 

Garden of Grace, Columbia, SC; Emmanuel, Greenville, SC; First 
Congregational, Birmingham, AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta, GA; Sandy Creek, 
Lafayette, AL 


News from our Local Congregations 


UCC Youth Volunteer in Atlanta 


On August 4th, youth from Central Congregational Church and Virginia- 
Highland Church volunteered at the Atlanta Community Food Bank. They 
had a great time in the product rescue center, packing over 12,000 Ibs of 
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food! 


Circular Congregational Church Continues Fall Lecture 
Series with Elisabeth Schtissler Fiorenza 


In 2015 Circular Congregational Church in 
Charleston inaugurated a fall lecture series by 
inviting James Cone from Union Theological 
Seminary to join us for lectures on black 
liberation theology. Following the success of 
the initial lecture series, they continued to 
develop this educational offering. Join them 
this year on October 18-19 as they welcome 
the groundbreaking feminist biblical scholar 
Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza from Harvard 
Divinity School. Her two evening lectures will 
be entitled, “Reading the Bible in the Public 
Square” and “Scripture, Politics and the 
Rhetoric of Subordination.” Learn more on our 
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"Spinner Prince" by Matthew Laney Top Ten Book 


Matthew Laney, Senior Pastor at Virginia Highland Church in Atlanta, is 
pleased to announce that his book Spinner Prince was just named one of 
the TEN BOOKS ALL YOUNG GEORGIANS SHOULD READ IN 2018! The award 
ceremony is Thursday August 16, 7:30PM at Decatur Public Library. It's 
open to the public so please come and meet many different authors! 


News from the Wider Church 


Rise for Climate: Sign Up to March 


The UCC Council for Climate Justice and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) Green Chalice ministry are co-sponsoring Rise for Climate marches 
taking place across the country on or near September 8. The largest march 
is being planned for San Francisco ahead of the Global Climate Action 
Summit. Sign up to join the UCC-DOC Contingent. 
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Commentary: Nine Reasons Why You Should Vote (and 
Tell Other People to Vote Too) 


Written by Katie Adams as published in the UCC News 


We are confronted with injustice every day and sometimes the problems of 
our world seem too big to confront. But our faith is infused with hope and 
built on a foundation of action. While it is tempting to disengage from the 
political process, as people dedicated to creating a just world for all we 
know that we cannot. One of the best ways we can work for change is by 
voting. Not convinced? Here are 9 reasons that you should vote (and tell 
your friends to vote too). 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


CREATING HEALTH Y 


Healthy Boundary Training: it's Mandatory! 


As most of us are aware, Healthy Boundary training is now mandatory in 
the United Church of Christ. 


So, it's that time again! Healthy Boundary 101 training is fast approaching 
and will be offered on August 18, 2018 at Brookmeade Congregational 
UCC, 700 Bresslyn Rd, Nashville TN 37205. 


This mandatory training is offered several times yearly so that we can meet 
our deadline of having all clergy trained by December 2019. If you are 
unable to attend the August training, the next opportunity will be October 
6th, 2018 at First Congregational UCC, 1024 Center St., North, 
Birmingham, AL 35204. 
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Please note that all training sessions are scheduled for 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
It is important that you arrive on time and are present for the entire 
session in order to receive your certificate of completion. 


Each session is $60.00 and may be paid thru our online registration. This 

fee includes lunch, snacks all workbooks and materials for the session. If 

you are unable to register online, please contact me or Heather Fosburgh 
so that we may assist you with the process. 


Blessings, 
Min. Carrole Moss 
Healthy Boundary Trainer 


VA offers workshop for clergy who support Veterans 


Tennessee Valley Healthcare System (TVHS) chaplains will host a Helping 
Our Veterans Heal workshop Thursday, August 23 at the East Brainerd 
Church of Christ at 7745 E. Brainerd Road. Members of the clergy are a 
critical point of contact for Veterans in the community. The goal of this 
workshop is to equip them to meet the spiritual needs of Veterans in their 
houses of worship and their communities. Chaplains and Pastors in 
Chattanooga, Nashville and Atlanta are invited to attend. Register at 
http://bit.ly/TVHSClergy before August 21, 2018. 
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